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been brutal egoism, the will to power, wanton thoughtless-
ness and often perhaps even the intentionalc neutralisation *
of accessories and confidants.
If this man is called a gravedigger, the designation is only
too apt.
A few examples must be given in advance which will later
be dealt with in greater detail.
In 1914 and 1915 Franz von Papen, as German Military
Attache, started widely planned organisations in Mexico and
the United States for spying and sabotage. The aim of the
organisations was to obstruct supplies of arms and munitions
from the United States to the Entente Powers. There were
explosions in munition factories, bridges and port buildings
were blown up, infernal machines were smuggled aboard
the transports, the steering gear of steamships was destroyed.
The destruction amounted to millions of pounds, and
hundreds of lives were lost. At a pinch all these measures
could be reckoned as normal affairs of war. They did not
claim sacrifices from Papen's immediate circle. But in the
prosecution of his acts of sabotage in the United States he
made use of a number of true-hearted German patriots,
some hundred or so all told. At the end of 1915, when
Papen, as persona non grata with the American Government
at Washington, was recalled at their request, he took with
him in his official luggage a portion of the documents
relating to his assistants. When his trunk was searched by
the British authorities at Falmouth, the counterfoils of his
cheque-books were seized with other important papers. In
these were faithfully recorded payments made for acts of
sabotage ordered. By this means Herr von Papen delivered
up to judgment more than forty of his immediate associates.
They were all arrested, interned and imprisoned : many of
them died while still prisoi^ers.
As if that were not enough, Papen had the rest of his
correspondence, documents and papers sent by lengthy and
circuitous routes, first to Germany and then on to Palestine,
which he made his next centre of activity and passed endless
hours of boredom in his tent. Here in 'Asia Minor, just